CHAPTER XT.TX

ASHRAM IDEAL OF EDUCATION

[The following translation by Shri V. G. Desai of some of the
notes on the Ashram ideal of education written by Mahatma Gandhi
in Gujarati appeared in the issues of Harijan of 15th July and 5th
August, 1950.]

I have my own perhaps peculiar views on education
which have not been accepted by my colleagues in full,
and here they are :                        *

1.  Young boys and girls should have co-education
till they are  eight years of age.

2.  Their education should mainly consist in manual
training under the supervision of an  educationist.

3.  The special aptitudes of each   child   should be
recognized in determining the kind of work he (or she)
should do.

4.  The reasons for every process should be explained
when the process is being carried on.

5.  General knowledge should be imparted to each
child as he begins to understand things. Learning to read
or write should come later.

6.  The child should first be taught to draw simple
geometrical figures, and when he has learnt to draw these
with ease, he should be taught to write the alphabet.
If this is done, he will write a good hand from the very
first.

7.  Reading should come before writing. The letters
should be treated as pictures to be recognized and later
on to be copied.
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